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Health Insurance: LASHMA Scales 
Enrollment To 1M In 4 Years

L
ow awareness 

h a s  b e e n  

identified as the 

major factors against 

t h e  m a s s i v e  

enrollment of Lagos 

residents for Lagos 

S t a t e  H e a l t h  

Insurance Scheme. 

E c h o n e w s  

i n v e s t i g a t e s  a n d  

found out that many 

Lagosians do not 

e v e n  k n o w  t h e  

scheme exists or how 

to enroll.

However, the Lagos 

S t a t e  H e a l t h  

M a n a g e m e n t  

Agency (LASHMA) 

has disproved the 

observation, saying 

that it has scaled 

e n r o l m e n t  f r o m  

100,000 residents in 

2020 to over one 

m i l l i o n  e n r o l l e e s  

through its numerous 

vigorous campaign 

and sens i t i sa t ion  

programmes. 

T h e  P e r m a n e n t  

Secretary of LASHMA, 

D r .  E m m a n u e l l a  

Zamba sa id that  

public sensitization 

campaigns are being 

taken to informal 

workers ,  ar t i sans ,  

market women, and 

residents in densely 

p o p u l a t e d  

communities of the 

state.

With many Lagos 

residents living on 

daily income such as 

o k a d a  r i d e r s ,  

hawkers, artisans, the 

government  says  

small contributions 

a r e  e n o u g h  f o r  

residents to enroll for 

the scheme, which is 

about N8,500 per 

person per year and 

�40,000 per family of 

six.

A few artisans and 

traders who spoke to 

E c h o n e w s  

highlighted mistrust in 

public systems; and 

p a s t  f a i l u r e s  o f  

g o v e r n m e n t  

programmes, which 

made them doubt 

whether they would 

get real value after 

paying.

As a plumber, Mr. 

Kayode Olalere put it, 

“Is it not a scheme 

that one will go and 

queue at the hospital 

for the whole day. I 

p r e f e r  h e r b a l  

m e d i c i n e ,  “ I y a  

alagbo” to health 

insurance.”   

Culturally, insurance is 

s t i l l  n o t  w i d e l y  

u n d e r s t o o d  o r  

embraced by many 

traders on the street 

of Lagos. To Mrs. 

Rebecca Alao, a 

plastic seller, enrolling 

for health insurance is 

like paying another 

t a x  t o  L a g o s  

government. “Have 

y o u  v i s i t e d  t h e  

hospital before, then 

you will know that it is 

tough,” she said, 

adding that it is a long 

waiting time with 

limited drug supply, 

and poor hospital 

facilities.

However an enrollee 

s a y s  t h e  a n n u a l  

premium has saved 

him from paying high 

o u t - o f - p o c k e t  

hospital bills. “I paid 

just once for the year 

and my children have 

gone to the hospital 

three times without 

paying ext ra,”  a 

trader in Ikeja told 

Echonews.

“Delivery that would have 

cost me ₦70,000 was 

handled under Ilera-Eko. I 

am grateful, a mother of 

two from Ikorodu said.

O ve r  7 0 %  o f  L a g o s  

workforce  i s  in  the  

informal sector unlike civil 

s e r v a n t s  w h o s e  

p r e m i u m s  c a n  b e  

deducted from salaries, 

artisans, traders, and 

casual workers have no 

s t r u c t u r e d  w a y  o f  

contributing regularly.

According to information 

made available to our 

correspondent, many 

res idents  cou ld  not  

embrace the scheme 

b e c a u s e  o f  

documentation barriers. 

Many of them do not have 

proper identification like 

NIN, LASRRA, which are 

required for registration.

Out of about25 million 

Lagos residents, only 

a b o u t  1 . 3  m i l l i o n ,  

equivalent to about 6% 

have enrolled.

This slow uptake means 

the state is still far from 

universal health coverage. 

As of December 2024, 

over 1.3 million Lagos 

residents have been 

enrolled under the Ilera-

Eko health insurance 

scheme. 

In December 2023, the 

figure was about 923,000 

e n r o l l e e s ;  w h i c h  

represented an increase 

of 229,455 over the year 

before. 

The scheme expanded its 

n e t w o r k  o f  h e a l t h  

f a c i l i t i e s   f r o m  5 7  

hospitals at launch to 448 

hospitals across the state 

by late 2023. 

To reach universal health 

coverage, Lagos needs to 

significantly scale up  to 

15-20 million enrollees 

over the next several 

years, judging by the 

current position.Dr. Kelechi Ohiri

Dr. Emmanuella Zamba

Kunle Awosiyan

Monday  29th September  - Sunday 5th October  2025
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Health Insurance: LASHMA Scales 
Enrollment To 1M In 4 Years

Speaking on what his 

off ice is doing to 

ensure that all civil 

servants in Lagos are 

e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  

scheme, the state 

Head of Service (HOS), 

Mr. Olabode Agoro, 

said that the state 

governor Mr. Babajide 

Sanwo-Olu's approval 

of 75% subsidy on 

annual premiums for 

civil servants and their 

families, retirees' free 

one-year insurance 

cover, and the state's 

massive investments in 

h e a l t h c a r e  

in f ra s t ruc tu re  a re  

enough evidence of 

the  gove rnment ' s  

commitment. 

According to him, the 

r e c e n t l y  s i g n e d  

E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  

mandat ing health 

insurance enrolment 

w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  

universal access to 

h e a l t h c a r e  a n d  

protect citizens from 

catastrophic medical 

expenses.

He urged Permanent 

Secretaries to take 

owner sh ip  o f  the  

Execut i ve  Order ' s  

enforcement, stressing 

that their ministries are 

the f i rst  points of 

contact with residents. 

A g o r o  c h a r g e d  

Permanent Secretaries 

t o  l e a d  t h e  

enforcement of the 

E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r ,  

stressing that universal 

health coverage is the 

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a  

h e a l t h y  a n d  

productive Lagos. 

He noted that out-of-

pocket  payment s  

continue to impoverish 

residents, with many 

selling properties or 

r e s o r t i n g  t o  s e l f -

medication due to 

high medical bills. 

R e a c t i n g ,  t h e  

Chairman of LASHMA 

Board, Dr. Adebayo 

Adedewe, said that 

the agency has scaled 

e n r o l m e n t  f r o m  

100,000 residents in 

2020 to over one 

m i l l i o n  t h r o u g h  

innovations such as 

P a y  S m a l l  S m a l l  

p a y m e n t  p l a n s ,  

telemedicine, market-

b a s e d  V - b o o t h s ,  

cooperative-driven 

enrolment, and cross-

border collaboration 

with Ogun State.

T h e  P e r m a n e n t  

Secretary of LASHMA, 

D r .  E m m a n u e l l a  

Zamba, explained that 

the agency is now 

targeting Permanent 

Secretaries because of 

their central role in 

p o l i c y  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  

“MDAs must lead by 

e x a m p l e  b y  

embedding health 

i n s u r a n c e  

requirements in their 

internal and external 

dealings,” she said.

Zamba disclosed plans 

for  MDAs to host  

LASHMA desks and 

integrate enrolment 

links on their websites 

to make compliance 

seamless for clients 

and stakeholders. 

T h e  P e r m a n e n t  

Secretary, Lagos State 

Ministry of Health, Dr. 

Olusegun Ogboye, 

reiterated that the 

e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  

s c h e m e  i s  t o  

guarantee hea l th  

a c c e s s  w i t h o u t  

financial ruin. “No one 

s h o u l d  b e c o m e  

bankrupt because of 

healthcare,” he said.

Ogboye pledged that 

the Ministry of Health 

would continue to 

drive enrolment at its 

facilities, ensuring that 

uninsured patients are 

promptly registered 

into the scheme. “We 

will make sure that 

p e o p l e  a r e  

encouraged, by any 

means necessary, to 

get on board the 

scheme,” he assured.

To the Permanent 

Secretary, Lagos State 

Primary Health Care 

Board (PHCB), Dr.  

Ibrahim Mustafa, mni, 

h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  

remains the surest 

pathway to universal 

health coverage. 

He explained that 

while many Nigerians 

are often hesitant to 

adopt insurance, the 

E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  

compels mandatory 

enrolment, ensuring 

that  eve ry  Lagos  

resident is expected to 

be on Ilera-Eko. 

Dr. Mustafa disclosed 

that the PHCB has 

b e e n  l e v e r a g i n g  

traditional and new 

med ia ,  a longs ide  

health educators at 

the community level, 

to improve awareness 

and drive uptake of 

t h e  s c h e m e .  

According to him, 

t h e s e  e d u c a t o r s  

d i r e c t l y  e n g a g e  

residents, enlightening 

them on the benefits of 

I le ra-Eko and the 

services available at 

Primary Health Care 

Centres. He urged 

Lagosians to seize the 

opportunity to avoid 

being impoverished by 

unexpected illness. 

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  

Permanent Secretary, 

M i n i s t r y  o f  

Establishments and 

T r a i n i n g ,  M r s .  

Olubusola Abidakun, 

r e a f f i r m e d  h e r  

Ministry's leading role in 

promoting the scheme 

among the State's 

workforce. She said 

health insurance has 

been embedded into 

t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  

orientation of civil 

servants, making it an 

essential part of public 

service. 

In the same vein, 

Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry of Wealth 

C r e a t i o n  a n d  

E m p l o y m e n t ,  M r .  

Olayinka Adebayo, 

said his Ministry has 

integrated Ilera-Eko 

enrolment into i ts  

empowerment and 

e m p l o y m e n t  

initiatives. He disclosed 

t h a t  a r t i s a n s ,  

tradesmen, SMEs, and 

fresh graduates have 

been targeted, with 

more than 250 people 

registered at a recent 

Job Fair, while another 

150 beneficiaries of 

vocational training 

f r o m  b l i g h t e d  

communities were also 

enrolled.

He emphasised that 

Ilera-Eko is particularly 

crucial for low-income 

e a r n e r s  a n d  

vulnerable groups, 

insisting that access to 

healthcare is central to 

t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  

empowerment. 

He, therefore, called 

on other Ministries, 

Departments ,  and 

Agencies (MDAs) to 

see themselves as 

partners with LASHMA 

in driving universal 

hea l th  cove rage ,  

s t ress ing that  the 

population of Lagos 

requires col lective 

responsibility.

Director-General of 

the National Health 

Insurance Authority 

(NHIA), Dr. Kelechi 

Ohiri, described Lagos 

as “Nigeria's exemplar 

s t a t e  i n  h e a l t h  

insurance,” noting that 

success in Lagos would 

s p u r  n a t i o n w i d e  

c o m p l i a n c e .  H e  

challenged the state 

to scale enrolment 

from one million to five 

million and beyond.

H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  

mandatory heal th 

insurance must go 

hand-in-hand with 

public awareness and 

t r u s t - b u i l d i n g .  

“Insurance is not a 

tax,” Ohiri cautioned. 

“If we enforce without 

bui lding trust and 

delivering quality care, 

people will still vote 

with their feet.”

Ohi r i  commended 

Lagos for  mak ing 

health equity a priority 

through its Equity Fund, 

aligning with the NHIA's 

national reforms to 

reduce maternal and 

neonatal mortal ity 

and expand access to 

primary healthcare. 

He pledged full federal 

support for Lagos' 

pioneering efforts.

The scheme covers 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  

diagnosis, basic and 

e s s e n t i a l  d r u g s ,  

maternal and child 

health (antenatal,  

delivery) and Surgeries 

(m inor  and some 

major).

Continued from page 2

Dr. Olusegun OgboyeOlabode Agoro

Monday  29th September  - Sunday 5th October  2025



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g P.5Govt Agencies

T
he Lagos State 

Records and 

A r c h i v e s  

Bureau (LASRAB) 

recently held a 

t w o - d a y  s t a f f  

retreat, themed: 

“Revolut ionis ing 

R e c o r d s  a n d  

A r c h i v e s  

M a n a g e m e n t :  

E m b r a c i n g  

I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  

S u s t a i n a b l e  

G r o w t h ” ,  a t  

Watercress Hotel, 

o f f  O b a f e m i  

Awolowo Way,  

Ikeja.
T h e  r e t r e a t  
underscored the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
adopting modern 
approaches and 
i n n o v a t i v e  
practices to secure 
L A S R A B ' s  
c o n t i n u e d  
re levance and 
sustainability in a 
rapidly changing 
world.
In his address, the 
H o n o u r a b l e  
Commissioner for 
Information and 
S t r a t e g y ,  M r .  

Gbenga Omotoso, 
c o m m e n d e d  
L A S R A B  f o r  i t s  
o u t s t a n d i n g  
contributions to the 
preservat ion of 
L a g o s  S t a t e ' s  
history and cultural 
h e r i t a g e .  H e  
emphasised the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
proper custody of 
r e c o r d s  a n d  
documents that 
speak to the State's 
ident i ty,  not ing 
that “people who 
do not understand 
their history do not 
know where they 
are coming from.”
In her opening 
remarks, Ms. Toyin 
O g u n l a n a ,  
Director-General, 
L a g o s  S t a t e  
R e c o r d s  a n d  
Archives Bureau, 
urged members of 
staff to embrace 
innovat ion and 
c o n t i n u o u s  
learning. 
She charged them 
to maximise the 
knowledge shared 
during the retreat, 
stating, “To remain 
relevant in the 

scheme of things, 
we need to rethink 
o l d  p r a c t i c e s ,  
e m b r a c e  
innovat ion and 
ensure that LASRAB 
contributes to the 
s u s t a i n a b l e  
development of 
Lagos State”.
T h e  r e t r e a t  
featured insightful 
l e c t u r e s  t h a t  
a d d r e s s e d  
resett ing ethics 
a n d  
communication for 
b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  
delivery, activating 
a r c h i v a l  
c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  
nurture community 
well-being, and 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
g o v e r n a n c e  
through copyright, 
a c c e s s ,  a n d  
a r c h i v a l  
preservation. 
T h e  s e s s i o n s  
r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  
i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  
c o n t i n u o u s  
k n o w l e d g e  
u p d a t e s ,  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  
technology, and 
the sharpening of 
archival skills to 

meet global best 
practices.
B e y o n d  t h e  
training sessions, 
the retreat also 
p r o v i d e d  
opportunities for 
team bonding,  
where participants 
e n g a g e d  i n  
p h y s i c a l  a n d  
mental activities 
t h a t  f o s t e r e d  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  
u n i t y ,  a n d  
renewed energy. It 
further served as a 
v i tal  pause for  
r e f l e c t i o n ,  
enabling staff to 
reconnect, realign, 
and strategise in 
line with the Lagos 
State THEMES Plus 
Agenda towards 
making Lagos a 
2 1 s t - c e n t u r y  
economy.
The LASRAB Staff 
Retreat remains a 
testament to the 
B u r e a u ' s  
commitment to 
e x c e l l e n c e ,  
innovation, and 
sustainabi l i ty in 
r e c o r d s  a n d  
a r c h i v e s  
management.

h e  L a g o s  TS t a t e  
T r a d i t i o n a l  

Medicine Board, 
has recalled the 
l i c e n s e s  o f  
Traditional Birth 
Attendants in the 
State who were 
recently certified 
and awaiting the 
General Hospital 
I m m e r s i o n  
Programme.
T h e  B o a r d ' s  
Registrar, Prince 
B a b a t u n d e  
Adele disclosed 
during a meeting 
h e l d  w i t h  
stakeholders to 
c o m m u n i c a t e  
r e c e n t  k e y  
decis ions that 
h a v e  b e e n  
taken, including 
a  t e m p o r a r y  
suspension of all 
T B A  t r a i n i n g  
p r o g r a m m e s  
pending further 
directives.
He said,  “The 
General Hospital 
I m m e r s i o n  
programme will 
n o w  b e  
c o n d u c t e d  
exc lus ive ly  at  
flagship Primary 
H e a l t h c a r e  
Centres (PHCs), 
Therefore licenses 
will be recalled, 
contingent upon 
the completion 
of the Immersion 
programme”
Pr ince Ade le ,  
w h o  w a s  
represented by 
t h e  D i r e c t o r ,  
Research Training 
a n d  
Development at 

the Board, Mr. 
Hakeem Bello, 
noted that the 
m e a s u r e  
underscores the 
s t a t e ' s  
commitment to 
enhancing the 
quality of care 
provided by TBAs, 
He also made it 
known that the 
Board will now 
mandate a four-
year compulsory 
t r a i n i n g  
programme at 
a p p r o v e d  
centres for all 
prospective TBAs 
b e f o r e  b e i n g  
licensed. 
While directing 
a f f e c t e d  
practitioners to 
suspend practice 
immediately and 
transfer current 
p a t i e n t s  t o  
a p p r o p r i a t e  
h e a l t h c a r e  
facilities until the 
p r o c e s s  i s  
concluded, he, 
h o w e v e r ,  
stressed that the 
said directives do 
n o t  a f f e c t  
already licensed 
practitioners.
T h e  R e g i s t r a r  
fu r ther  s tated 
that the affected 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
have been given 
a  t w o - w e e k  
grace period to 
s u b m i t  t h e i r  
l i c e n s e s  a n d  
assured them of 
the Board's full 
s u p p o r t  
throughout the 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  
process.

 LASRAB Holds Staff Retreat
 To Drive Innovation 

LSTMB Recalls Licenses 
of Traditional Birth 
Attendants 
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A  L a g o s  
S t a t e  
Office of 

Transformation, 
Creativity and 
I n n o v a t i o n  
(OTCI) team, 
r e c e n t l y  
conducted a 
study tour at the 
P o l i c y  
I n n o v a t i o n  
Centre (PIC) in 
A b u j a .  T h i s  
p i o n e e r i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  
dedicated to 
l e v e r a g i n g  
b e h a v i o u r a l  
a n d  s o c i a l  
science insights, 
a l o n g s i d e  
i n n o v a t i v e  
policy tools, to 
e n h a n c e  
g o v e r n a n c e  
a n d  
development 
ou tcomes  in  
Nigeria.
The study tour 
aimed to foster 
k n o w l e d g e  
s h a r i n g ,  
s t r e n g t h e n  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
capacity, and 
ident i fy  best  
practices that 
c a n  b e  
replicated to 
e n r i c h  
g o v e r n a n c e  
a n d  s e r v i c e  
d e l i v e r y  i n  
Lagos State.
T h e  O T C I  
d e l e g a t i o n  
c o m p r i s e d  
s e v e r a l  
C r e a t i v i t y  &  
I n n o v a t i o n  
D e p a r t m e n t  
officers, namely 
O m o l o l u  
M u y i w a ,  
O d e g b a m í  
Omodunni, and 
W i l l i a m  
Adeshina Peter. 
During the visit, 
they engaged 

w i t h  P I C  
leadership and 
t e c h n i c a l  
experts, gaining 
v a l u a b l e  
i n s i g h t s  i n t o  
PIC's human-
centred, data-
d r i v e n ,  a n d  
e v i d e n c e -
based pol icy 
d e s i g n  a n d  
implementation 
approaches.
T h e  s e s s i o n s  
h i g h l i g h t e d  
c r i t i c a l  
strategies for 
a d d r e s s i n g  
c o m p l e x  
g o v e r n a n c e  

c h a l l e n g e s  
t h r o u g h  
b e h a v i o u r a l  
a n d  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e s ,  
inclusive digital 
transformation, 
c i t i z e n  
engagement, 
and enhancing 
public sector 
accountability. 
The delegation 
also explored 
m e t h o d s  f o r  
e m b e d d i n g  
i n n o v a t i o n  
w i t h i n  
g o v e r n m e n t  
institutions via 
experimentatio

n ,  r a p i d  
p r o t o t y p i n g ,  
a n d  
b e h a v i o u r a l  
testing.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  
the visit opened 
a v e n u e s  f o r  
col laborat ive 
p a r t n e r s h i p s  
between Lagos 
State and PIC, 
a i m e d  a t  
s c a l i n g  
i n n o v a t i v e  
r e f o r m s  a n d  
promoting peer 
learning among 
s u b n a t i o n a l  
governments.
In her remarks 

fol lowing the 
t o u r ,  t h e  
D i r e c t o r -
G e n e r a l  o f  
O T C I ,  T o y i n  
A n j o u s -
A d e m u y i w a  
r e a f f i r m e d  
Lagos State's 
commitment to 
a d o p t i n g  
g l o b a l  a n d  
national best 
p ra c t i c es  to  
enhance citizen 
e x p e r i e n c e ,  
d r i v e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
reforms,  and 
Establish Lagos 
as a leader in 

i n n o v a t i v e  
g o v e r n a n c e  
a n d  s e r v i c e  
delivery on the 
continent.
The study tour 
m a r k s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  
advancement 
in strengthening 
Lagos State's 
i n n o v a t i o n  
ecosystem and 
f o s t e r i n g  
col laborat ion 
b e t w e e n  
f e d e r a l  a n d  
s t a t e - l e v e l  
institutions for 
the benefit of its 
citizens.

OTCI Completes Study 
Tour at Policy Innovation 
Centre, Abuja 
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T
he Lagos State 

G o v e r n m e n t  

has emphasised 

t h e  n e e d  f o r  

i n n o v a t i v e  

approaches and 

i n t e r - a g e n c y  

co l laborat ion  to  

drive people-centric 

urban development 

in the State. 

The Special Adviser 

to the Governor on 

e-GIS and Urban 

Development, Dr. 

Olajide Babatunde, 

m a d e  t h i s  c a l l  

recently during the 

m a n a g e m e n t  

retreat of the Office 

o f  U r b a n  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  

t h e m e d :  

"Transforming Urban 

S p a c e s :  P u t t i n g  

People First.", held at 

the Protea Hotel, 

Ikeja.

Dr. Babatunde said 

that the objective of 

the retreat was to 

align team efforts 

with Lagos State's 

urban development 

v i s i o n ,  i m p r o v e  

c a p a c i t i e s  f o r  

h o l i s t i c ,  c i t i z e n -

o r i e n t e d  u r b a n  

development and 

foster collaboration 

f o r  i n n o v a t i v e  

s o l u t i o n s  i n  

managing Lagos' 

d y n a m i c  u r b a n  

spaces.

H e  c h a r g e d  

functionaries of the 

Of f ice  of  U rban 

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  

including officers of 

the Lagos  S tate 

Bu i ld ing  Cont ro l  

Agency (LASBCA) 

and the Lagos State 

U r b a n  R e n e w a l  

Agency (LASURA) to 

embrace change 

a n d  d o  t h i n g s  

d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  

a c h i e v e  b e t t e r  

results to the benefit 

of a functional and 

sustainable Lagos 

urban environment. 

"To mark a strategic 

mi lestone in our  

pursuit of people-

c e n t r i c  u r b a n  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

Lagos, we must act 

as one indivisible 

unit, think outside the 

box, act differently, 

a n d  e m b r a c e  

t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  

p e o p l e - c e n t r i c  

approaches" ,  he 

said.

He emphasised that 

h a r n e s s i n g  

g e o s p a t i a l  

in te l l igence and 

digital tools was 

pivotal to creating 

urban spaces that 

would be responsive 

to the needs of 

Lagosians, adding 

that the essence of 

the retreat was to 

enhance capacity 

and better position 

the Office to address 

urbanisation and 

attendant urban 

d e v e l o p m e n t  

challenges in a more 

civilised manner.

He stated that the 

deliberate effort of 

the Governor of  

Lagos State, Mr.  

Babaj ide Sanwo-

Olu, in creating the 

Of f ice  of  U rban 

Deve lopment  to  

e n h a n c e  f o c u s ,  

specialisation and 

professionalism must 

be rewarded with 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  

performance. 

T h e  P e r m a n e n t  

Secretary, Office of 

Urban Development, 

A r c .  G b o l a h a n  

O w o d u n n i  O k i ,  

r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  

office's commitment 

to prioritising citizens' 

n e e d s  i n  u r b a n  

d e v e l o p m e n t  

initiatives.

"Our mandate is  

c lear :  to ensure 

urban spaces that 

foster  inclus iv i ty ,   

s a f e t y ,  a n d  

p r o s p e r i t y  w h i l e  

putting people at 

the heart of Lagos' 

u r b a n  

transformation", he 

said.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  

a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  

mandate required 

effective building 

c o n t r o l ,  u r b a n  

regeneration and 

citizen participation 

as well as inter-

a g e n c y  

collaboration.

The retreat featured 

a lineup of esteemed 

speakers including 

Dr .  Mu i z  Ban i re ,  

former Commissioner 

for the Environment, 

w h o  d i s c u s s e d  

c i t i z e n - f o c u s e d  

urban development; 

Mr. Bode Pedro, CEO 

o f  C a s a v a  

I n s u r a n c e ,  

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

enforcing building 

insurance in Lagos 

S tate ,  wh i le  Mr .  

A b d u l K a b i r  

Ogungbo, Special 

A d v i s e r  t o  t h e  

G o v e r n o r  o n  

T a x a t i o n  a n d  

R e v e n u e ,  s p o k e  

about the Office of 

U r b a n  

Development's role 

i n  r e v e n u e  

generation.

D r .  Kamal  Azar ,  

Chairman of GIS 

Transport, explored 

the application of 

GIS technology in 

land administration 

a n d  u r b a n  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

Lagos State; Victor 

A k i n p e l u m i ,  

Managing Director 

o f  L a g o s n e t ,  

provided updates on 

the state's digital 

planning process 

a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  

insights were shared 

by Hon. Sylvester 

Ogunkelu, Chairman 

of the Lagos State 

House of Assembly 

C o m m i t t e e  o n  

Physical Planning, e-

G I S ,  a n d  U r b a n  

Development, Hon. 

Adewale Adedeji, 

a n d  H o n .  J u b r i l  

Abdukareem. 

O t h e r  n o t a b l e  

speakers included 

T p l .  O l a d i m e j i  

A n i m a s h a u n ,  

General Manager of 

LASURA, and Builder 

F lorence Gbaye, 

C o o r d i n a t i n g  

Director of LASBCA.

Held approximately 

two years into the 

establishment of the 

Of f ice  of  U rban 

Development,  the 

retreat brought key 

stakeholders and 

team members for 

critical reflections 

and engagements 

aimed at enhancing 

p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  

c o h e s i o n ,  a n d  

strategic alignment 

with the T.H.E.M.E.S 

Plus Agenda of the 

L a g o s  S t a t e  

G o v e r n m e n t  i n  

transforming Lagos' 

urban landscape. 

Retreat focus areas 

under the guidance 

of the consultant, Ms. 

Toyin Adewunmi, 

include 

W e l l n e s s  a n d  

P r o d u c t i v i t y  a s  

S t r a t e g i e s  t o  

enhance team well-

being for optimal 

p e r f o r m a n c e ,  

E m o t i o n a l  

Intelligence, Building 

awareness and skills 

f o r  e f f e c t i v e  

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  

collaboration, team 

b o n d i n g  a n d  

strengthening intra-

office relationships 

f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  

i m p a c t ,  a m o n g  

others.

Lagos Urges New Approach In Pursuit 
of People-Centric Urban Development  

Monday  29th September  - Sunday 5th October  2025
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he Lagos State 

TGovernment has 

a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  

flooding around House 

on the Rock Church 

and other parts of the 

s t a t e  t o  i l l e g a l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  

f l o o d p l a i n s  a n d  

indiscriminate waste 

disposal, describing 

both as major triggers of 

Tuesday's flash floods.

Commissioner for the 

Environment and Water 

Resources, Mr. Tokunbo 

Wahab, speaking on 

W e d n e s d a y  w h i l e  

s y m p a t h i s i n g  w i t h  

affected res idents,  

n o t e d  t h a t  L a g o s  

remains naturally prone 

to flooding because of 

its coastal location, with 

climate change further 

worsening extreme 

rainfall and tidal surges.

“Lagos is  natural ly 

vulnerable to flooding, 

but  the rea l i ty  of  

c l imate change i s  

making extreme rainfall 

and tidal surges more 

common,”  Waha b 

explained. “We have 

continued to invest in 

drainage infrastructure, 

regular desilting, and 

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  

environmental laws to 

minimise these impacts 

and protect lives and 

p r o p e r t y . ” W h i l e  

acknowledging that 

technical challenges 

contributed to flooding 

in some areas—such as 

K u s e n l a ,  w h e r e  a  

government-backed 

p u m p i n g  s t a t i o n  

project is ongoing—he 

e m p h a s i s e d  t h a t  

in f ract ions  a round 

House on the Rock 

Church significantly 

a g g r a v a t e d  t h e  

situation.

“These activities worsen 

f looding and must 

stop,” Wahab warned. 

“ In  severa l  v ideos  

s h a r e d  y e s t e r d a y ,  

infractions were clearly 

v i s i b l e .  I l l e g a l  

reclamations without 

Environmental Impact 

A s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  

b l o c k e d  d r a i n a g e  

c h a n n e l s  w i l l  b e  

removed.”

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

confirmed that the flash 

floods had subsided by 

Wednesday morning 

but urged residents to 

t a k e  g r e a t e r  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y  

k e e p i n g  t h e i r  

surroundings clean, 

r e f r a i n i n g  f r o m  

dumping refuse into 

drains, and avoiding 

construction on flood-

prone land.

“Together, we can 

build a safer, cleaner, 

and more climate-

resil ient Lagos,” he 

added.

The state government 

r e a f f i r m e d  i t s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

strengthening flood 

m a n a g e m e n t  b u t  

stressed that long-term 

success depends on 

collective action by all 

Lagosians.

Lagos Blames Illegal 
Constructions, Waste 
Dumping for Flash Floods
 By Emmanuel Daniji

Lagos Charges Textile Industries To 
Adopt Circular Fashion Practices

he Lagos State 

TGovernment has 

c h a r g e d  

everyone in the textile 

industry to collaborate 

w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

government to tackle 

textile and fashion 

wastes and adopt 

c i r c u l a r  f a s h i o n  

practices across the 

metropolis. 

Special Adviser to the 

G o v e r n o r  o n  

Environment, Engr. 

O l a k u n l e  R o t i m i -  

Akodu made the call 

during the 2025 World 

C l e a n  U p  D a y  

celebrations held at 

the  NECA House ,  

Alausa, Ikeja, saying it 

is necessary to raise 

awareness to educate 

consumers, designers, 

and po l icymakers  

about the importance 

of circular fashion 

practices.

He added that these 

p ract ices  o f fe r  a  

promising solution by 

r e d u c i n g  w a s t e ,  

p r o m o t i n g  

sustainabi l i ty ,  and 

encouraging eco-

f r i e n d l y  f a s h i o n  

products. 

He said the 2025 World 

Clean-up Day was 

be ing ce lebrated 

across 180 countries 

w i t h  t h e  t h e m e  

“Tackling Textile and 

Fashion Waste Through 

Ci rcu lar  Fash ion,”  

noting the theme is apt 

because the fashion 

industry has been said 

to be one of the largest 

polluters globally, with 

t e x t i l e  w a s t e  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

degradation.

According to him, in 

Nigeria, textile and 

f a s h i o n  w a s t e  i s  

gradually becoming a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

concern, driven by the 

rapid growth of the 

fashion sector and a 

"take, make, dispose" 

approach.

R o t i m i - A k o d u  

emphasised that these 

results in a massive 

amount of waste, with 

the fashion industry 

generating 92 million 

tons of waste annually. 

He said the main 

chal lenges of this  

p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t o r  

include: limited public 

a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  

textile recycling and its 

benefits; inadequate 

recycling facilities and 

co l lect ion  po in t s ;  

sorting complexity; 

l im i ted access  to  

r e c y c l i n g  

technologies;  and 

l i m i t e d  m a r k e t  

demand for recycled 

textile products.

H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  

everyone must join the 

quest for a cleaner 

environment, and all 

must be reminded that 

clean-ups alone would 

not solve the waste 

crisis. "Everyone needs 

to spark change in 

society by promoting 

individual behaviour 

c h a n g e ,  r a i s i n g  

a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  

e f f i c i e n t  w a s t e  

management, and 

diverting attention to 

the critical issue of 

textile and fashion 

waste management", 

the Special Adviser 

added.

Rotimi-Akodu said the 

event has allowed 

br inging up some 

potential solutions, 

ranging from effective 

recycling programmes 

to collect and process 

textile waste. Others 

include upcycling by 

t r a n s f o r m i n g  

discarded textiles into 

n e w ,  v a l u a b l e  

products, as well as 

loop textile production 

and recycling, and 

ways of adopting a 

c i rcu la r  economy 

model that promotes 

closed-loop texti le 

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

recycling. 

"Let us jointly drive the 

industry change that 

will encourage brands 

to adopt  c i rcu lar  

business models and 

invest in sustainable 

t e x t i l e  m a t e r i a l s .  

Together,  we can 

make a difference 

and ensure that our 

p lanet  th r ives  for  

generations to come", 

he said.

Earlier in his welcome 

a d d r e s s ,  t h e  

Permanent Secretary, 

O f f i c e  o f  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Services, Dr. Tajudeen 

Gaji, said the event is 

observed annually to 

h i g h l i g h t  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

sus ta inable waste 

management and 

i n s p i r e  c o l l e c t i v e  

action to create a 

c leaner ,  heal th ier  

p l a n e t  t h r o u g h  

a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  

r e d u c i n g  w a s t e  

pollution.

H e  s a i d  t h e  

Government remains 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  

promoting sustainable 

practices, reducing 

waste, and securing a 

clean, healthy, and 

s u s t a i n a b l e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  

c o n d u c i v e  t o  

economic growth, 

t o u r i s m ,  a n d  t h e  

overall well-being of all 

citizens.

The Guest Speaker, 

Mrs. Sidiqat Folami, 

who spoke on the 

theme, noted that 

some of the problems 

encountered in the 

industry include heavy 

carbon dioxide (CO�) 

emissions, along with 

other  g reenhouse 

g a s e s  s u c h  a s  

m e t h a n e  ( C H � ) ,  

which are released 

across the entire textile 

value chain - from pre-

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

production, to in-use 

and post-use stages.

According to her, to 

boost textile waste 

management and 

Circular Fashion in 

Nigeria, there is a need 

f o r  A d v o c a c y  &  

Sensit isation, Lead 

c a m p a i g n s  w i t h  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  

educate the public, 

p r o m o t e  c i r c u l a r  

f a s h i o n  a d o p t i o n  

through awareness, 

a n d  e m p o w e r  

c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  

behavioural change 

initiatives.

Monday  29th September  - Sunday 5th October  2025
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We're Ready To Partner Investors In 
Municipal Waste-to-Wealth-Commissioner 

L
a g o s  S t a t e  

G o v e r n m e n t  

has expressed 

its intention and 

r e a d i n e s s  t o  

col laborate and 

welcome potential 

investors in areas of 

m u n i c i p a l  s o l i d  

waste to energy, 

waste to wealth or 

liquid waste 

The indication was 

g i v e n  o v e r  t h e  

weekend by the 

State Commissioner 

for the Environment 

a n d  W a t e r  

R e s o u r c e s ,  M r .  

Tokunbo Wahab 

while featuring as a 

pane l l i s t  a t  the  

Harvard University 

C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  

W e e k  w i t h  t h e  

theme: "Rising Seas, 

R e s i l i e n t  

C o m m u n i t i e s ,  

Climate Adaptation 

Strategies in West 

Africa".

A c c o r d i n g  t o  

Wahab, the present 

administ rat ion in 

Lagos State has set 

u p  a  c l i m a t e  

adaptat ion p lan 

a n d  a  c l i m a t e  

r e s i l i e n c e  p l a n ,  

which encapsulate 

its vision and policies.

He explained that 

the State has already 

carried out two pre-

feasibility studies on 

w a s t e - t o - e n e r g y  

and wastewater  

p r o j e c t s  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  i t s  

commitment. 

He added that with a 

population of over 

2 0  m i l l i o n ,  

generating 13,000 

metric tonnes of 

waste daily, the state 

is adopting a very 

sustainable, climate-

friendly approach, 

which tends to see 

waste as a resource.

"We now see waste 

as a resource for 

wealth, a resource 

for energy because 

the quantum of  

waste that ends up in 

our landfill sites will 

b e c o m e  v e r y  

minimal whilst we 

convert our waste 

i n t o  a  b e t t e r  

resource".

"As a state, we have 

set up policies and 

laws that enable us 

as a sub-national to 

r e a c h  o u t  t o  

n e i g h b o u r i n g  

countries where they 

have expertise and a 

proven track record 

for what we seek to 

do", he stated.

He buttressed his 

p o i n t  w i t h  t h e  

c o n t r a c t u a l  

agreement signed 

18 months ago with a 

company in Ghana, 

which will take 4,000 

metric tonnes of 

municipal waste out 

o f  t h e  1 3 , 0 0 0  

generated daily and 

convert it to wealth, 

composite fertilisers, 

recyclable plastics 

and also set up a 

transfer station for 

the most challenging 

parts.

"If that contractual 

o b l i g a t i o n  i s  

successfully carried 

out, we seek to also 

decommission one 

o f  o u r  b i g g e s t  

landfills at Olusosun 

and Solous. All these 

are symbols of a 

p r o g r e s s  o f  

c o l l a b o r a t i o n ” ,  

Wahab explained.

The Commissioner 

said Lagos, as a 

c o a s t a l  c i t y ,  i s  

e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  

effects of climate 

change, sea level 

rise, heavy rainfall 

and excessive heat, 

which brings about 

flash flooding when 

there is tidal lock due 

to the inability of 

water to discharge 

into its sources. 

He opined that as a 

r e s p o n s i b l e  

government,  the 

state has put in 

p l a c e  r e s i l i e n t  

d r a i n a g e  

infrastructure and is 

also pushing back on 

people who fully 

choose to build on 

f l o o d p l a i n s  a n d  

drainage setbacks.

"We also prosecute 

those who wilfully 

d e s t r o y  t h e  

ecosystem. We are 

doing our bit. We 

also tell citizens to 

desist from dumping 

municipal waste in 

the drainage. It is a 

recipe for flooding", 

the Commissioner 

said.

He lamented that 

aerial geographic 

i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  

original landmass of 

Lagos, which was 

3,577 sq. m, has 

increased to 4,050 

sq.m due to the 

massive reclamation 

of wetlands and 

lagoon water bodies 

f o r  r e a l  e s t a t e  

construction.

He said the state has 

also been exercising 

its legal powers to 

check excesses that 

c o m e  w i t h  t h i s  

human activity by 

insisting that anyone 

w h o  i n t e n d s  t o  

e m b a r k  o n  a  

reclamation must 

o b t a i n  a n  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Impact Assessment 

(EIA) approval. 

Wahab added that 

such an application 

for reclamation must 

have a drainage 

m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  

demonstrate how 

storm water from 

that reclamation will 

b e  p r o p e r l y  

discharged into the 

water body.
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Lagos Mandates Courier Riders
To Use Reflective Jackets  

n line with the Lagos 

IState Government's 

commitment  to  

improving road safety 

and reducing the risks 

of accidents involving 

dispatch riders, the 

M i n i s t r y  o f  

Transportation has 

a n n o u n c e d  t h e  

compulsory use of 

reflective jackets and 

visibility tapes by all 

courier and delivery 

s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  

operating within the 

state during evening 

and nighttime hours.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  

statement, issued by 

the Senior Special 

A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  

Governor on Transport 

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  

I n n o v a t i o n ,  M r .  

Oluwatobi Idowu, on 

the directive of the 

Permanent Secretary 

of the Ministry, Mr. 

Olawale Musa, all 

r i d e r s  o p e r a t i n g  

between 6:00 p.m. 

and 6:00 a.m. must 

w e a r  r e f l e c t i v e  

jackets ,  wh i le  a l l  

delivery motorcycles 

and bicycles must be 

fitted with reflective 

tapes or markers to 

ensure clear visibility 

on the road.

The statement also 

en jo ined de l ivery  

companies to sensitise 

their riders and ensure 

strict compliance to 

avoid sanctions from 

d e s i g n a t e d  

e n f o r c e m e n t  

agencies, including 

the Lagos State Traffic 

M a n a g e m e n t  

Authority (LASTMA) 

a n d  t h e  V e h i c l e  

Inspection Service 

(VIS).

M e a n w h i l e ,  i n  

compliance with this 

d i r e c t i v e ,  G l o v o  

Nigeria, one of the 

l e a d i n g  d e l i v e r y  

service providers in 

Lagos, has expressed 

its full commitment to 

complying with the 

new safety measures.

In a letter signed by 

the General Manager, 

Mr. Lamide Akinola, 

t h e  c o m p a n y  

c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

L a g o s  S t a t e  

Government for the 

initiative aimed at 

safeguarding both 

riders and other road 

users.

He further disclosed 

that the company is 

already in the process 

of providing 3,000 

reflective vests free of 

charge to couriers on 

its platform within the 

next month whi le 

encouraging other 

d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e  

providers within the 

state to follow suit.

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  

Transportation has 

welcomed this gesture 

and looks forward to 

s u s t a i n e d  

collaboration with 

courier and delivery 

service providers as 

part of ongoing efforts 

to build a safer, and 

m o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

delivery system across 

Lagos State.

… As GLOVO Set To Distribute 3,000 Free Jackets to Its Riders

Lagos Reaffirms Cultural Ties 
at K-Heritage Festival 2025  

a g o s  S t a t e  

LGov erno r ,  Mr .  

Babajide Olusola 

S a n w o - O l u  h a s  

r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

strengthening cultural 

d i p l o m a c y  a n d  

fostering partnerships 

that connect Lagos 

w i t h  t h e  g l o b a l  

community. 

The Governor made this 

commitment known at 

the K-Heritage Festival 

2025, held on Friday, at 

Victoria Island, Lagos. 

He was represented at 

the colourful event by 

the Commissioner for 

T o u r i s m ,  A r t s  a n d  

Cu l tu re ,  Mrs .  Toke 

Benson-Awoyinka.

In his goodwill message, 

Governor Sanwo-Olu 

c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

E m b a s s y  o f  t h e  

Republic of Korea for 

organising the festival 

and choosing Lagos as 

its host city, describing 

t h e  S t a t e  a s  t h e  

“cultural heartbeat of 

Africa where traditions 

from across the globe 

thrive and connect.”

T h e  G o v e r n o r  

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  

signif icance of the 

festival as a bridge 

l inking Nigeria and 

Korea, not ing that 

cu l tu ra l  exchange 

remains one of the most 

p o t e n t  t o o l s  o f  

diplomacy, capable of 

transcending borders 

and creating common 

ground.

 “From the infectious 

beats of K-pop and the 

grace of traditional 

Korean dance to the 

s t u n n i n g  h a n b o k  

fashion and exquisite 

Korean cuisine, we are 

reminded that culture 

dissolves differences 

and paves the way for 

m e a n i n g f u l  

relationships,” he said.

S a n w o - O l u  f u r t h e r  

emphasised the shared 

values of resilience, 

c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d  

innovation that unite 

Korea and Nigeria, 

stressing that these 

attributes continue to 

position both nations as 

g l o b a l  l e a d e r s  i n  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  

entrepreneurship, and 

the creative industries.

He assured that Lagos, 

as Africa's economic 

p o w e r h o u s e  a n d  

cultural hub, remains 

open to partnerships 

with Korea that will 

en r ich  the  S ta te ' s  

cultural landscape, 

create opportunities for 

young people, and 

strengthen bilateral 

cooperation.

T h e  G o v e r n o r  

expressed optimism 

that the K-Heritage 

Festival would become 

a cherished feature on 

L a g o s ' s  c u l t u r a l  

calendar, deepening 

a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  

Korean heritage while 

reinforcing the State's 

role as a platform for 

g l o b a l  c u l t u r a l  

exchange.

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

people of Lagos State, 

S a n w o - O l u  

congratu lated the  

E m b a s s y  o f  t h e  

Republic of Korea for 

the successful hosting of 

t h e  e v e n t  a n d  

reaf f i rmed Lagos ' s  

readiness to continue 

fostering meaningful 

connections across 

cultures.
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O
ne Ph i l ip 
D u r u  h a s 
b e e n 

arraigned in court 
over accusations of 
faking sickness to 
collect money from 
a complainant.
Philip was said to 
have deceitful ly 
t o l d  t h e 
c o m p l a i n a n t , 
E b e n e z e r 
C h u k w u e m e r i e , 
t h a t  h e  w a s 
suffering from heart 
d i s e a s e  a n d 
needing the sum of 
N 2 1  m i l l i o n  t o 
e m b a r k  o n 
medical treatment 
abroad.
Police Prosecutor, 
C h a r l e s 
Akinroaove, who 
s tated that  the 
suspect commited 
the offence in Ago 
Pa lace area of 
Isolo did not 

e m b a r k  o n  t h e 
treatment either in 
N i g e r i a  a n d 
abroad as said to 
Chukwuemer ie , 
thus, converting 
the money to his 
use.
Akinroaove said 
that the matter was 
reported to the 
P o l i c e  a t  S C I D 
Y a b a  f o r 
investigation after 
which the suspect 
was then arrested 
and detained.
 The Police found 
him culpable after 
r o u n d s  o f 
interrogation and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y 
c h a r g e d  h i m 
before the Yaba 
Magistrate Court 
fo r  the  a l leged 
offence which 

attracts several 
y e a r s  o f 
imprisonment.
A charges read: 
“That you, PHILIP 
D U R U  ' M '  A n d 
others  at  la rge 
s o m e t i m e 
December 2023 at 
Ago Place Way, 
O k o t a  A r e a  o f 
Lagos, in the Lagos 
Magisterial District, 
did conspire to 
commit felony to 
w i t  o b t a i n i n g 
money by false 
t h e r e b y 
c o m m i t t e d 
offence under 

Section 411 of the 
c r im ina l  law of 
Lagos State 2015
 COUNT 02 also 
read :”That you, 
PHIL IP DURU 'M' 
and one other at 
large on the same 
and place in the 
aforementioned 

Magisterial District, 
did obtain Twenty 
One Million Naira 
(N21,000,000.00) 
from one EBENEZER 
CHUKWUEMERIE 
' M '  u n d e r  t h e 
pretence that you 
h a v e  h e a r t 
disease, which you 

know to be false 
a n d  t h e r e b y 
c o m m i t t e d  a n 
o f f e n c e 
punishable under 
Section 141 (A) of 
the criminal law of 
L a g o s  S t a t e  o f 
Nigeria 2015.”
T h e  d e f e n d a n t 
pleaded not guilty.
 T h e  P r e s i d i n g 
Magistrate, Ej i ro 
Kubenije, granted 
him bail with two 
sureties, who must 
show evidence of 
means of livelihood 
and tax payment 
while addresses will 
be veried by the 
Court.
 The matter was 
a d j o u r n e d  t i l l 
October 13.

Court Remands Man For 
Faking Sicknesses To Obtain 
Money 

By Felix Kuyinu

he  Federa l 

THigh Court in 

L a g o s  h a s 

o r d e r e d  t h e 

remand of one 

B e n j a m i n 

Emmanuel over 

an alleged money 

laundering in the 

tune of N87 million.
J u s t i c e  F r i d a y 

Ogazi, at the court 

on Wednesday 

o r d e r e d  t h e 

r e m a n d  o f 

Emmanuel after 

he was arraigned 

b y  t h e  P o l i c e 

Special Fraud Unit, 

PSFU, Ikoyi, on a 

By Felix Kuyinu

two-count charge 

m a r k e d 

FHC/L/770c/25.
The prosecution 

submitted that the 

defendant , in June 

2025,  acquired, 

retained and took 

possession of the 

sum belonging to 

one Onibonokuta 

Evans for a specic 

p u r p o s e  b u t 

directly converted 

it to his use.
E m m a n u e l ' s 

offence was said 

t o  h a v e 

contravene 

Section 18(2)(b) 

a n d  ( d )  o f  t h e 

Money Laundering 

(Prevention and 

Prohibition) Act, 

2 0 2 2  a n d  a r e 

punishable under 

Section 18(3) of the 

same Act
E m m a n u e l 

pleaded not guilty 

to the charges.
J u s t i c e  O g a z i 

ordered that the 

d e f e n d a n t  b e 

r e m a n d e d 

pending further 

h e a r i n g  a n d 

a d j o u r n e d  t h e 

case until October 

10.

Police Arraign Two 
M e n  F o r 
Stealing Foodstuff 
Worth N2.5M

Man Remanded Over
N87M Money Laundering 

T
he Police in 
Lagos  have 
arraigned two 

s u s p e c t s  f o r 
allegedly stealing 
foodstuffs worth 
N2,500,000.
T h e  s u s p e c t s ; 
Victor Otache, 30, 
a n d  W i s d o m 
A b u d u ,  2 2  a r e 
facing two count 
charge bordering 
on conspiracy and 
theft as informed 
b y  P o l i c e 
P r o s e c u t o r , 
Philomena Nnaji, 
at the Ebute Metta 
Magistrates' Court.
Nnaji told the court 
t h a t  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t s , 
between April and 
S e p t e m b e r  1 4 , 
2025, at Abundish 
Limited situated at 
15B Wole Olateju 
Crescent,  Lekk i 
Phase 1,  Lagos 
State, stole rice, 
beans, palm oil, 
dressed chicken, 
fruits, garri, and 
other food items.

The prosecutor 
further added that 
t h e  o f f e n c e s 
c o m m i t t e d 
c o n t r a v e n e d 
Sections 411 and 
2 8 7 ( 7 )  o f  t h e 
Criminal Law of 
Lagos State, 2015.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
d e f e n d a n t s 
p l e a d e d  n o t 
guilty.
The Magistrate, 

F o l a s h a d e 

Hughes, granted 

e a c h  o f  t h e 

defendants bail in 

t h e  s u m  o f 

N 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  w i t h 

sureties in like sum.
Hughes ordered 

t h a t  t h e y  b e 

remanded at Ikoyi 

Prisons pending the 

perfection of their 

bail conditions.
T h e  c a s e  w a s 

ad journed unt i l 

October 14, 2025, 

for further hearing.

By Felix Kuyinu
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C
hairman of 

B a d a g r y 

L G , 

Babatunde Hunpe 

has revealed his 

motive to establish 

an educat iona l 

support fund for 

e x c e p t i o n s 

students to access 

in furthering their 

educational goals.
Hunpe last week 

r e c e i v e d  t h e 

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

University School of 

B a s i c  a n d 

Advanced Studies 

(LASUSBAS), Prof. 

Y u n u s  A d e l e k e 

Dauda, alongside 

members of his 

m a n a g e m e n t 

t e a m ,  o n  a 

familiarization visit.
The visit provided a 

platform for robust 

engagement on 

issues central to 

e d u c a t i o n  a n d 

c o m m u n i t y 

d e v e l o p m e n t . 

D i s c u s s i o n s 

f o c u s e d  o n 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

p a r t n e r s h i p s 

between LASUSBAS 

a n d  t h e  L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

extending special 

recognit ion and 

opportunit ies to 

Badagry indigenes 

a s  t h e  h o s t 

community, and 

exp lo r ing  other 

initiatives that 

w o u l d  f o s t e r 

m u t u a l  g r o w t h 

and collaboration.
The council boss is 

o p t i m i s t i c  t h e 

t r a n s f o r m a t i v e 

p o w e r  o f 

educat ion  can 

positively change 

the trajectory of 

a n y o n e ' s  l i f e 

drawing from his 

o w n  p e r s o n a l 

experience.
“My career started 

here as a barman 

i n  t h e  s a m e 

p r e m i s e s  n o w 

k n o w n  a s 

LASUSBAS. It was in 

that place that my 

boss saw potential 

i n  m e  a n d 

encouraged me 

to further my 

studies,” he said.
“That singular push 

c h a n g e d  t h e 

course of my life 

and enabled me 

t o  s e r v e  L a g o s 

S tate Un ivers i ty 

meritor iously for 

o v e r  3 0  y e a r s 

before my sojourn 

into politics.”
He emphas i zed 

that his story stands 

as proof of the life-

changing impact 

of education and 

m e n t o r s h i p , 

stressing: 
“LASUSBAS must 

continue to serve 

as a beacon of 

h o p e  a n d 

oppor tun i ty  fo r 

y o u n g  p e o p l e , 

especially 

i n d i g e n e s  o f 

Badagry.”
Hunpe disclosed 

t h a t  a n 

Endowment Fund 

f o r  B e s t 

G r a d u a t i n g 

S t u d e n t s  f r o m 

Badagry in Lagos 

State University will 

soon be unveiled. 

He explained that 

the  in i t ia t ive  i s 

d e s i g n e d  t o 

r e a w a k e n 

a c a d e m i c 

excellence, inspire 

i m p r o v e d 

performance, and 

r e w a r d  m e r i t 

among indigenes 

of the community.
P r o f .  D a u d a 

commended the 

Chairman for his 

inspiring testimony 

a n d  t h e  w a r m 

r e c e p t i o n 

a c c o r d e d  h i s 

t e a m .  H e 

r e a f  r m e d  t h e 

S c h o o l ' s 

commi tment  to 

a d v a n c i n g 

a c a d e m i c 

e x c e l l e n c e , 

b r o a d e n i n g 

a c c e s s  t o 

e d u c a t i o n a l 

opportunities, and 

forging sustainable 

partnerships that 

w i l l  n o t  o n l y 

strengthen LASU's 

legacy but also 

a c c e l e r a t e 

c o m m u n i t y 

advancement in 

B a d a g r y  a n d 

beyond.

Hunpe Dedicates Empowerment 
Fund To Outstanding Students 
By Saheed Afolabi 
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C
hairman of 

B a d a g r y 

L G , 

Babatunde Hunpe 

has assured the 

persons living with 

disabilities of their 

i n c l u s i o n  i n 

governance during 

his administration.
Badagry LG hosted 

the 4th Emedition 

of Deaf Awareness 

Day at the council 

c h a m b e r .  T h e 

e v e n t ,  j o i n t l y 

organised with the 

B a d a g r y  D e a f 

Association and 

the Lagos State 

Association of the 

Deaf ,  was  he ld 

under the theme 

“No Human Rights 

W i t h o u t  S i g n 

Language Rights.”
Hunpe reafrmed 

his commitment to 

t h e  D e a f 

c o m m u n i t y , 

describing them as 

s p e c i a l  p e o p l e 

who are special to 

us in many ways. 

H e  p l e d g e d  t o 

p r o v i d e  t h e 

association with an 

ofce within the 

secretariat, saying 

it would serve as a 

p l a c e  w h e r e 

members could 

lodge complaints, 

give advice, and 

engage directly 

w i t h  t h e 

government.
“Anytime, any day 

you call on me, I 

w i l l  a l w a y s  b e 

there  to  g race 

you r  occas ion . 

What everybody 

can do, you can 

also do, in fact, 

you can do it even 

better. A society 

that denies one 

group their 

l a n g u a g e  i s  a 

society that denies 

them their dignity,” 

he said.
H u n p e  a d d e d , 

that sign language 

is not just a tool of 

communicat ion 

but a fundamental 

human right, and 

p l e d g e d 

continued support 

for pol icies and 

i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t 

g u a r a n t e e 

i n c l u s i o n  a n d 

dignity for persons 

with disabilities in 

Badagry.
The Chairman of 

the Badagry Deaf 

Association, Mr. 

Ekundayo Sejoro, 

h ighl ighted the 

challenges faced 

by deaf persons in 

a c c e s s i n g 

e d u c a t i o n , 

healthcare, and 

governance due 

t o  l a c k  o f 

interpreters and 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

neglect. He called 

f o r  t h e 

appointment of a 

S e n i o r  S p e c i a l 

A s s i s t a n t  o n 

Disability Matters 

for Badagry and 

the creat ion of 

disability desks at 

key  ins t i tu t ions , 

including the Local 

G o v e r n m e n t 

Secretariat and the 

General Hospital.
S e j o r o  a l s o 

e x p r e s s e d 

appreciat ion to 

p a r t n e r s  a n d 

ins t i tu t ions  that 

s u p p o r t e d  t h e 

programme that 

t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y 

shows progress is 

p o s s i b l e  w h e n 

communities and 

government work 

together.

Hunpe Promises Inclusion Of 
Persons With Disabilities In 
Governance 

By Saheed Afolabi 
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T
he chairman 

of Mushin LG, 

T u n b o s u n 

Aruwe has called 

o n  c o n t r a c t o r s 

handling different 

projects across the 

c o m m u n i t y  t o 

d e l i v e r  q u a l i t y 

projects that will 

stand the test of 

time.
Aruwe assessed the 

ongoing works at 

the Daleko market 

a n d  e x p r e s s e d 

d i s p l e a s u r e  a t 

some noticeable 

l a p s e s  i n  t h e 

c o n t r a c t o r ' s 

handl ing of  the 

p r o j e c t , 

particularly in the 

cast ing process 

and the concrete 

raft foundation. He 

o r d e r e d 

i m m e d i a t e 

c o r r e c t i o n s  t o 

g u a r a n t e e  t h e 

durability, safety, 

a n d  o v e r a l l 

standard of the 

market structure.
“ W e  c a n  n o t 

a f f o r d  t o 

compromise on 

quality. This market 

is being built for the 

use of our traders, 

r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d 

future generations. 

Any mistake today 

w i l l  b e c o m e  a 

disaster tomorrow. 

I am committed to 

ensuring that only 

the best quality 

work is delivered to 

t h e  p e o p l e  o f 

M u s h i n  L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , ” 

Aruwe said.
He emphas i zed 

t h a t  h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

would continue to 

monitor all public 

p r o j e c t s  u n d e r 

execution, warning 

c o n t r a c t o r s 

agains t  cut t ing 

c o r n e r s  o r 

e n g a g i n g  i n 

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t 

u n d e r m i n e 

e n g i n e e r i n g 

standards.
The Daleko market 

extension project, 

when completed, 

i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 

boost economic 

activities in Mushin 

by  p rov id ing  a 

modern, safe, and 

c o n d u c i v e 

environment for 

traders and buyers.
Aruwe reafrmed 

t h a t  h i s 

g o v e r n m e n t  i s 

investing public 

f u n d s  w i t h 

p r u d e n c e  a n d 

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y , 

s t r e s s i n g  t h a t 

taxpayers must get 

full value for every 

naira spent.
“ O u r  p e o p l e 

deserve the best, 

and I will personally 

ensure that every 

p r o j e c t  w e 

execute reects 

e x c e l l e n c e , 

transparency, and 

sustainability,” he 

added.

Mushin: Aruwe Committed To 
Deliver Quality Projects By Saheed Afolabi 
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M
ushin Local 
Governme
n t  h a s 

joined the global 
c o m m u n i t y  i n 
h o n o u r i n g 
p h a r m a c i s t s , 
describing them as 
f r o n t l i n e  h e a l t h 
champions whose 
d e d i c a t i o n , 
expertise, and seless 
service ensure safe 
access to medicines 
a n d  i m p r o v e d 
h e a l t h c a r e 
outcomes.

I n  a  g o o d w i l l 
message to mark 

World Pharmacists 
Day, the Executive 
C h a i r m a n ,  H o n . 
Tunbosun Haruna 
Aruwe, applauded 
t h e  i n v a l u a b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f 
p h a r m a c i s t s  i n 
Mushin and across 
Nigeria. He praised 
their tireless efforts in 
promoting healthy 
l i v i n g ,  g u i d i n g 
p a t i e n t s ,  a n d 
strengthening the 
nation's healthcare 
system.

“As we celebrate 
today, Mushin Local 
G o v e r n m e n t 

r e a f  r m s  i t s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
s u p p o r t i n g 
h e a l t h c a r e 
professionals and 
creating a healthier 
community for every 
res ident ,”  Aruwe 
said.

He extended warm 
w i s h e s  t o 
p h a r m a c i s t s 
e v e r y w h e r e , 
acknowledging their 
vital role in building a 
stronger, healthier 
society.

H a p p y  W o r l d 
Pharmacists Day!

Mushin LG Celebrates 
Pharmacists on World 
Pharmacists Day

By Saheed Afolabi 

T
he Chairman 

of Mushin LG, 

T u n b o s u n 

Aruwe has ordered 

t h e  c l o s u r e  o f 

i l l e g a l  t r a d i n g 

p l a c e s  a t  t h e 

L a d i p o 

International Spare 

Parts Market.
Aruwe carried out 

an inspection of 

t h e  L a d i p o 

International Spare 

Par t s  Market  in 

Mushin.

D u r i n g  t h e 

inspection, Aruwe 

o r d e r e d  t h e 

closure of some 

shops operating 

outside approved 

regulations and 

s t o p p e d 

c o m p o u n d 

trading activities 

that contravene 

market guidelines.
He said that such 

practices create 

congestion, pose 

safety hazards, 

and undermine the 

o v e r a l l 

development of 

the market.
Aruwe implored 

affected traders to 

r e g u l a r i z e  t h e i r 

b u s i n e s s e s  b y 

secur ing proper 

shops, assuring that 

t h e  l o c a l 

g o v e r n m e n t  i s 

c o m m i t t e d  t o 

c r e a t i n g  a 

conducive trading 

environment

Ladipo Spare Parts 
Market: Aruwe Orders 
Closure Of Illegal 
Trading Points 

By Emmanuel Daniji
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S
peaker of the Lagos 

S t a t e  H o u s e  o f 

Assembly, Rt. Hon. 

Mudashiru Obasa, has 

cautioned immediate 

past chairmen of local 

governments and local 

counci l  development 

areas (LG/LCDA) against 

meddling in the affairs of 

their successors.

The warning came on 

Tuesday, September 23, 

during a meeting with 

newly elected council 

chairmen at the Lateef 

Jakande Auditorium of 

the Assembly Complex. It 

was the second time in 

one month the Speaker 

would be engaging the 

new crop of leaders.

O b a s a  e x p r e s s e d 

displeasure over reports 

t h a t  s o m e  f o r m e r 

c h a i r m e n  w e r e  s t i l l 

exert ing inuence on 

c o u n c i l  o p e r a t i o n s , 

including allegations of 

s i g n i n g  c h e q u e s  i n 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 

treasurers and council 

managers.

“ H o w  c a n  y o u  b e 

a n s w e r a b l e  t o  y o u r 

predecessors?” Obasa 

asked the new chairmen. 

“What you owe them is 

honour, not control. They 

have done their bit and 

we are grateful. But you 

are the ones in charge 

n o w ,  s o  t a k e 

responsibility.”

Turning his message to 

the ex-council bosses, 

the Speaker declared:

 “Let the new chairmen 

breathe. Allow the public 

to see fresh leadership. 

Don't take their shine; 

loosen your grip and let 

them govern.”

H e  f u r t h e r  a d v i s e d 

against forcing the new 

l e a d e r s  t o  s e r v i c e 

inherited loans without 

due diligence, urging 

them to review nancial 

records thoroughly and 

r e n e g o t i a t e  w h e r e 

necessary in the best 

interest of their people.

“Four years is not a long 

time in politics,” Obasa 

reminded. “ I f  in four 

months the public cannot 

see what you are doing, 

you've set the wrong 

tone. As politicians, we 

balance many interests, 

but never at the expense 

of the people.”

On a separate note, the 

S p e a k e r  e x p r e s s e d 

concern over the recent 

spate of deaths among 

c o u n c i l  o f  c i a l s , 

describing it as troubling 

and unprecedented. He 

encouraged the new 

chairmen to prioritise their 

health through regular 

medical checkups while 

remaining committed to 

t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e i r 

communities.

Obasa Warns Ex-Chairmen: 'Let 
the New Leaders Breathe' By Emmanuel Daniji

Lagos Assembly Urges Stricter
Measures Against Fire Outbreak, 
Building Collapse 
M

embers 

o f  t h e 

L a g o s 

S t a t e  H o u s e  o f 

A s s e m b l y  h a v e 

called on the State 

Government  to 

s t e p  u p  i t s 

e m e r g e n c y 

response system 

and s t rengthen 

compliance with 

safety regulations 

t o  c u r b  t h e 

i n c r e a s i n g   r e 

incidents, building 

collapse and other 

disasters across the 

State.
 The House, while 

bemoaning the 

recent incidents of 

re incidents and 

building collapse 

which has caused 

loss of lives and 

p roper t ie s  a l so 

c a l l e d  o n 

G o v e r n o r , 

Babajide Sanwo-

Olu, to convene a 

meeting with re 

d i s a s t e r  a n d 

building agencies 

t o  d i s c u s s 

sustainable long-

term strategies to 

c u r b  f u r t h e r 

m i s h a p s  i n  t h e 

metropolis.
During a plenary, 

the lawmakers also 

called for the full 

o p e r a t i o n a l 

capacity of the 

Fire and Rescue 

D i v i s i o n s  i n 

Ikorodu, Badagry, 

Ikeja, Lagos Island, 

and Epe, IBILE, and 

e n s u r e  t h e 

m a n d a t o r y 

p r o v i s i o n  o f 

f u n c t i o n a l   r e 

h y d r a n t s  i n  a l l 

b u i l d i n g s 

particularly those 

l o c a t e d  i n 

commercial areas 

in the state.
The legislators also 

e x p r e s s e d 

concern over the 

growing trend of 

u n l a w f u l 

c o n v e r s i o n  o f 

public buildings, 

s p a c e s  a n d 

residential areas 

into commercial 

use and markets, 

which he said has 

placed additional 

strain on rescue 

t e a m s  a n d 

equipment.
Furthermore, the 

House lamented 

that the increasing 

non-compliance 

w i t h  u r b a n 

p l a n n i n g 

regulations, the 

absence of safety 

guidelines in high-

rise buildings, and 

t h e  u s e  o f 

s u b s t a n d a r d 

materials coupled 

w i t h  p o o r 

r e g u l a t o r y 

superv i s ion  are 

p a r t  o f  t h e 

problems stating 

them as factors 

that continue to 

pose real risk to 

lives and property 

in our state.
Other  members 

also lamented that 

negligence and 

d i s r e g a r d  f o r 

existing safety laws 

have contributed 

to tragic incidents 

such as the recent 

re outbreaks at 

Atunan Toa and 

Ema Plaza, which 

claimed lives and 

disrupted socio-

e c o n o m i c 

activities.
T h e  m o t i o n 

r e c e i v e d  w i d e 

s u p p o r t  f r o m 

m e m b e r s ,  w h o 

u n a n i m o u s l y 

a g r e e d  o n  t h e 

need for str icter 

enfo rcement  o f 

safety standards 

a n d  i m p r o v e d 

e m e r g e n c y 

r e s p o n s e  t o 

safeguard lives and 

p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e 

state.
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e 

H o u s e , 

MudashiruObasa, 

urged the State Fire 

and Rescue Service 

to conduct regular 

re risk assessments 

i n  h i g h - r i s k 

buildings, markets 

and public spaces 

as part of efforts to 

reduce fatal it ies 

during disasters.

By Felix Kuyinu
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T
h e  

C h a i r m a n 

o f  I k e j a 

L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

C o m r a d e 

A k e e m 

Olalekan Dauda 

( A K O D ) ,  o n 

M o n d a y 

u n v e i l e d  t h e 

Back to School 

Program 1.0, a 

rst -of- i t s -k ind 

i n i t i a t i v e 

d e s i g n e d  t o 

provide large-

s c a l e 

e d u c a t i o n a l 

s u p p o r t  f o r 

p u p i l s  i n  t h e 

council area.
T h e  e v e n t , 

d e s c r i b e d  a s 

unprecedented 

in the history of 

Ikeja LG, began 

with a welcome 

address from the 

C o u n c i l 

Manager, who 

c o m m e n d e d 

the chairman's 

p e o p l e -

c e n t e r e d 

leadership and 

reafrmed the 

r e a d i n e s s  o f 

management 

staff to drive his 

transformative 

agenda.
In his speech, 

C h a i r m a n 

A K O D 

e m p h a s i s e d 

that education 

r e m a i n s  t h e 

foundation for 

building future 

l e a d e r s .  H e 

explained that 

s p e c i a l 

d i s t r i b u t i o n 

c o m m i t t e e s 

were set up for 

each school to 

e n s u r e 

accountability. 

E a c h 

committee, he 

said, would be 

chaired by the 

councillor of the 

r e s p e c t i v e 

w a r d ,  w i t h 

representatives 

f r o m  t h e 

C h r i s t i a n 

Association of 

Nigeria (CAN), 

L e a g u e  o f 

Imams,  youth 

g r o u p s ,  a n d 

C o m m u n i t y 

Development 

A s s o c i a t i o n s 

(CDAs).
Rep res ent i ng 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

E d u c a t i o n 

District VI, Mrs. 

Ayo-Vaughan 

Adeola praised 

AKOD's foresight 

and described 

the program as 

a  t i m e l y 

i n t e r v e n t i o n 

that would ease 

t h e   n a n c i a l 

b u r d e n  o n 

parents whi le 

i n s p i r i n g 

c h i l d r e n  t o 

excel in their 

studies.
In a touching 

moment, pupils 

e x p r e s s e d 

gratitude to the 

c h a i r m a n , 

offering prayers 

for his health, 

w i s d o m ,  a n d 

c o n t i n u e d 

success.
The ceremony 

was attended 

b y  a l l  s i x 

counci l lors  of 

Ikeja LG, led by 

the Leader of 

the Legislative 

A r m ,  H o n . 

Rasheed Adisa 

Ogunseye, who 

p l e d g e d  f u l l 

l e g i s l a t i v e 

b a c k i n g  f o r 

people-oriented 

projects.
Delivering the 

vote of thanks, 

Vice Chairman 

H o n .  A b i s o l a 

Omisore lauded 

t h e 

contributions of 

c o m m u n i t y 

representatives, 

c o m m i t t e e 

members, and 

dignitaries for 

e n s u r i n g  t h e 

p r o g r a m ' s 

success.
T h e  B a c k  t o 

School Program 

1.0 was hailed as 

a landmark step 

in empowering 

Ikeja's younger 

g e n e r a t i o n , 

a d v a n c i n g 

i n c l u s i v e 

g o v e r n a n c e , 

and  lay ing  a 

s t r o n g 

foundation for 

the future.

Ikeja Pupils Celebrate as LG 
Chairman Rolls Out Back to 
School Support Scheme

EPE

Kehinde Adeleye 
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G
uinness 
W o r l d 
Records 

( G W R )  h a s 
dismissed claims 
that  i t  wou ld 
s a n c t i o n  a n 
a t t e m p t  b y 
Nigerian adult 
content creator, 
Mandy Kiss, to 
s e t  a  w o r l d 
r e c o r d  b y 
having sex with 
1 0 0  m e n  a t 
once.
Mandy Kiss had 
s t i r r e d 
controversy on 
s o c i a l  m e d i a 
a f t e r 
announcing via 

Instagram her 
plan to stage 
the event  on 
O c t o b e r  3 0 , 
2025, in Ikorodu, 
Lagos.
T h e 
announcement 
t r i g g e r e d 
w i d e s p r e a d 
cr it icism, with 
many Nigerians 
questioning the 
morality of the 
proposal and its 
impact on the 
country's image.
Reacting to the 
trending story 
u n d e r  a 
p r o m o t i o n a l 
yer shared by 

@Naija_PR on X, 
Guinness World 

R e c o r d s 
distanced itself 
f r o m  t h e 
a t t e m p t , 

stressing that it 
d o e s  n o t 
recognise such 
categories.

“Th i s  i s  not  a 
r e c o r d  w e 
monitor,” GWR 
stated.

GWR Rejects Mandy Kiss's Proposed
'100 Men' Sex Record Attempt

Kehinde Adeleye 

Atume Terfa

T
he Executive 
Chairman of 
I b e j u - L e k k i 

L o c a l 
Government, Hon. 
Abdullahi Sesan 
Olowa, has kicked 
off a new waste 
c o m p a c t o r 
o p e r a t i o n , 
targeting cleaner 
s t r e e t s  a n d 
h e a l t h i e r 
communities along 
the bustling Eleko 
J u n c t i o n – A b i j o 
corridor.
T h e  i n i t i a t i v e , 
agged of f  th i s 
week, forms part of 
a  b r o a d e r 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sanitation agenda 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
dismantle il legal 
dumping sites, cut 
d o w n  r o a d s i d e 

refuse, and relieve 
m o u n t i n g 
ecological pressure 
across  the fast -
growing Lekki–Epe 
axis.
Olowa, who has in 
r e c e n t  w e e k s 
i n t e n s i  e d 
campaigns against 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 
was te  d i sposa l , 

vowed to enforce 
a “zero-tolerance” 
p o l i c y  o n 
o f f e n d e r s . 
According to him, 
the counci l  wi l l 
combine arrests 
and prosecutions 
of defaulters with 
improved waste 
collection logistics 

to ensure refuse no 
longer  p i le s  up 
along highways 
and res ident ia l 
areas.
At the heart of the 
p r o j e c t  a r e 
compactor trucks 
a n d  t r i c y c l e 
compactor units — 
m a c h i n e s  t h a t 

compress waste at 
collection points 
before transfer, 
thereby reducing 
the frequency of 
trips and lowering 
transport costs. This 
model ,  a l ready 
promoted by the 
L a g o s  W a s t e 
M a n a g e m e n t 
A u t h o r i t y 
( L A W M A )  a n d 
adopted by PSP 
o p e r a t o r s  i n 
s e v e r a l 
communit ies ,  i s 
n o w  b e i n g 
domesticated in 
I b e j u - L e k k i  t o 
address peculiar 
waste challenges.
The launch also 
a l i g n s  w i t h 
o n g o i n g 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
inspections and 
drainage projects 
in Abijo, aimed at 

p r e v e n t i n g 
b l o c k a g e s  a n d 
seasonal ooding. 
Ofcials say proper 
w a s t e  h a n d l i n g 
must complement 
drainage dredging 
and road upgrades 
to safeguard public 
health and sustain 
development in the 
corridor.
Residents should 
expect to see more 
visible collection 
points, compactor 
vehicles, and waste 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
p a t r o l s  i n  t h e 
coming weeks. The 
council has also 
urged the public to 
c o o p e r a t e  b y 
disposing of refuse 
only at designated 
points, stressing that 
civic participation 
will be critical in 
keeping Ibeju-Lekki 
clean and ood-
free.

Olowa Unveils Waste Compactor To Clean
Up Eleko–Abijo Corridor

EPE
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A
frobeats 

star Tiwa 

Savage 

has reassured 

her colleague, 

Davido, of her 

u n w a v e r i n g 

loyalty despite 

t h e i r  p u b l i c 

fal lout earl ier 

this year.
Speaking in an 

interview with 

The Breakfast 

Club, Savage 

addressed the 

rift that began in 

January 2024 

after she shared 

a photo wi th 

D a v i d o ' s   r s t 

b a b y  m a m a , 

S o p h i a 

Momodu, at the 

h e i g h t  o f  h i s 

chi ld custody 

battle with her. 

T h e  m o v e 

r e p o r t e d l y 

t r i g g e r e d  a 

h e a t e d 

e x c h a n g e 

between the 

two artists, with 

Savage la te r 

ling a petition 

a l leg ing that 

D a v i d o 

threatened her 

life.
In the interview, 

h o w e v e r , 

Savage made it 

clear that she 

h a r b o u r s  n o 

resentment and 

still holds Davido 

in high regard.
“ I  h a v e n ' t 

s p o k e n  t o 

Davido, but I do 

w a n t  y o u  t o 

know that I love 

you and I would 

n e v e r  b e t r a y 

y o u  o r  t a k e 

side,” she said.
She emphasised 

t h a t  h e r 

admiration for 

the Unavailable 

crooner remains 

intact, assuring 

t h a t  n o t h i n g 

would make her 

take  a  s tand 

against him.

Tiwa Savage Opens Up 
on Rift, Assures Davido
of Loyalty Kehinde Adeleye 

Luxury Love: Davido Surprises Wife 
Chioma with Brand-New G-Wagon
Kehinde Adeleye 

A
frobeats 

supersta

r Davido 

has once again 

set social media 

a b u z z  a f t e r 

gifting his wife, 

C h i o m a ,  a 

brand-new 2025 

Mercedes-Benz 

G-Wagon.
T h e  a w a r d -

winning singer 

u n v e i l e d  t h e 

luxury ride in a 

post on his social 

media pages, 

sharing images 

of the sleek SUV 

parked in front 

of his residence. 

Accompanying 

the photos was 

a  h e a r t f e l t 

caption: “Only 

the best for my 

lady.”
Chioma, visibly 

t o u c h e d , 

responded with 

emotional posts 

on her Instagram 

s t o r i e s , 

e x p r e s s i n g 

gratitude and 

l o v e  f o r  h e r 

husband. She 

described the 

s u r p r i s e  a s 

d e e p l y 

meaningful and 

thanked Davido 

f o r  t h e 

t h o u g h t f u l 

gesture.
T h e  2 0 2 5  G -

W a g o n , 

renowned for its 

p lush  leather 

interior, cutting-

e d g e 

t e c h n o l o g y , 

a n d  h i g h -

p e r f o r m a n c e 

features, is the 

latest in Davido's 

series of grand 

gestu res  that 

have dened his 

relationship with 

Chioma.
T h e 

announcement 

sparked a wave 

o f  r e a c t i o n s 

o n l i n e .  F a n s 

p r a i s e d 

D a v i d o ' s 

generosity and 

romantic air, 

w h i l e  o t h e r s 

joked about the 

hefty cost of the 

luxury vehicle. 

S o m e  n o t e d 

t h a t  t h e  g i f t 

could set a new 

benchmark for 

c e l e b r i t y 

couples, with 

o t h e r s 

comparing it to 

Davido's past 

s u r p r i s e s , 

declaring this 

one “the most 

special yet.”
Entertainment 

a n a l y s t s  a l s o 

observed that 

b e y o n d  t h e 

romance, such 

ges tu res  p lay 

in to  ce lebr i ty 

branding. Public 

acts of affection 

not only warm 

fan hearts but 

a l s o  s u s t a i n 

media visibility 

and strengthen 

t h e  c o u p l e ' s 

public image.
For Davido and 

Chioma, the gift 

u n d e r s c o r e s 

their enduring 

b o n d , 

reinforcing the 

narrative of love 

and loyalty that 

has often shone 

through despite 

speculation and 

the demands of 

fame.
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L
e a r n e r s 

from Orile-
A g e g e 

public schools 
have clinched 
top positions at 
the 2025 edition 
o f  t h e  O r i l e -
A g e g e  L o c a l 
C o u n c i l 
Deve lopment 
A r e a  ( L C D A ) 
S p e l l i n g  B e e 
Competition.
T h e  c o n t e s t 
which serves as 
the preliminary 
s t a g e  o f  t h e 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Spelling Bee for 
b o t h  p r i m a r y 
and secondary 
s c h o o l s ,  w a s 
h e l d  a t  t h e 
T a o f e e k 
A d a r a n i j o 
M u l t i p u r p o s e 
H a l l ,  O r i l e -
Agege.
Speaking at the 
e v e n t ,  t h e 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
O r i l e - A g e g e 
L C D A ,  H o n . 
Akinola Idowu 
(Dodo), 

described the 
competition as 
a  y e a r l y 
p r o g r a m m e 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
build children's 
c o n  d e n c e , 
sharpen the i r 
intel lect,  and 
prepare them 
for opportunities 
to compete with 
peers across the 
state.
“ T h e 
competition is 
about building 
the future of our 
c h i l d r e n  b y 
c r e a t i n g  a n 
avenue for them 
to interact and 
showcase their 
potential,” he 
said.
From about 20 
c o n t e s t a n t s 
across primary 
schools, three 
pupils emerged 
winners:
1 s t  P l a c e : 
O l a n r e w a j u 
D a n i e l l a 
( M e t h o d i s t 
Nursery and 

Primary School, 
Tabon-Tabon)
2nd Place: Ajiki 
Module (Ladoje 
N u r s e r y  a n d 
Primary School, 
Oko-Oba)
3 r d  P l a c e : 
S u n d a y 
A m a r a c h i 
(Ladoje Nursery 
a n d  P r i m a r y 
Schoo l ,  Oko-
Oba)
I n  t h e 
s e c o n d a r y 
s c h o o l 
c a t e g o r y , 
which featured 
a b o u t  2 5 
contestants:
1 s t  P l a c e : 
O k u d a l a y e 
Faith Oluwatise 
(Government 
C o l l e g e , 
Agege)
2 n d  P l a c e : 
Jimoh Aminat 
(Government 
C o l l e g e , 
Agege)
3 r d  P l a c e : 
E m m a n u e l 
K e l v i n  ( E k o 
Junior College, 

Orile-Agege)
The winners in 
both categories 
wi l l  represent 
O r i l e - A g e g e 
L C D A  a t  t h e 
f o r t h c o m i n g 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
S p e l l i n g  B e e 
nals.
The high point of 
the event was 

t h e 
presentation of 
p r i z e s  t o  t h e 
winners.
D i g n i t a r i e s 
p r e s e n t 
i n c l u d e d  D r . 
A d e s a n y a 
O r e k o y a 
( C o u n c i l 
Manager), Hon. 
Shola Akinbile 

(Councillor, Ward 

B), Hon. Olagoke 

W a h e e d 

(Councillor, Ward 

A ) ,  M r s . 

Ogunyakin (HOD 

Education), and 

M r s .  B a n k o l e 

( H O D 

I n f o r m a t i o n ) , 

among others.

Spelling Bee 2025: Orile-Agege LCDA 
Produces State Representatives Kehinde Adeleye

Tinubu Engages BUA Group 
Chairman on Food Price Stability

BUSINESS

P
resident Bola 

T i n u b u  h a s 

stepped up 

consultations with 

industry leaders as 

par t  o f  ongo ing 

efforts to sustain the 

recent decline in 

commodity prices, 

e s p e c i a l l y  f o o d 

items.

On Wednesday, the 

President hosted the 

Chairman of BUA 

G r o u p ,  A l h a j i 

Abdulsamad Rabiu, 

at the State House, 

where discussions 

focused on 

measures to stabilise 

f o o d  p r i c e s  a n d 

s t r e n g t h e n 

economic reforms.

Speaking with State 

H o u s e 

correspondents after 

t h e  c l o s e d - d o o r 

m e e t i n g ,  A l h a j i 

Rabiu commended 

President Tinubu for 

policies that have 

b r o u g h t  r e l a t i v e 

s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e 

e c o n o m y .  H e 

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 

waiver on import 

duties for selected 

food items and the 

harmonisation of the 

foreign exchange 

system as key steps in 

e a s i n g  m a r k e t 

pressures.

Rabiu also urged 

Nigerians to continue 

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 

r e f o r m  a g e n d a , 

s t r e s s i n g  t h a t 

c o l l e c t i v e 

c o o p e r a t i o n  i s 

e s s e n t i a l  t o 

consol idating the 

gains already being 

seen in commodity 

prices.
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I
n a bold stride 
t o w a r d 
infrastructural 

r e n e w a l ,  t h e  
C h a i r m a n  o f 
O r i l e - A g e g e 
Local Counci l 
Deve lopment 
Area (LCDA) , 
H o n .  A k i n o l a 
Idowu, fondly 
known as Dodo, 
has launched his 
administration's 
m a i d e n  r o a d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
project at Bade 
Abiona Street, 
Orile-Agege.
T h e   a g - o f f , 
w h i c h  d r e w 
e n t h u s i a s t i c 
res idents  and 
c o m m u n i t y 
leaders, began 
with the grading 
of the street, an 

exercise many 
described as a 
“new dawn” for 
the area.
Addressing the 
gathering, Hon. 
Akinola stressed 
that the initiative 
went  beyond 
laying asphalt, 
not ing that i t 
symbolised his 
administration's 
r e s o l v e  t o 
connect  and 
e m p o w e r 
communities.
“ T h i s  r o a d 
p r o j e c t  i s  a 
symbol of our 
promise to bring 
deve lopment 
c lo se r  to  the 
people. We are 
n o t  j u s t 
continuing what 
was started, we 
a r e 
accelerating it 

a n d  k i c k -
s t a r t i n g  n e w 
inf rast ructure 
p r o j e c t s  a s 
w e l l , ”  h e 
declared.
H e  a s s u r e d 
residents that 
while ongoing 
p r o j e c t s 
initiated by the 
p r e v i o u s 
administration 
w o u l d  b e 
completed, his 
g o v e r n m e n t 
w a s  e q u a l l y 
f o c u s e d  o n 
delivering fresh, 
p e o p l e -
c e n t e r e d 
developments. 
H e  f u r t h e r 
pledged that 
Bade Abiona 
Street would be 
c o m p l e t e d 
within his rst 100 
days in ofce, 

underlining his 
commitment to 
q u i c k  a n d 
i m p a c t f u l 
service delivery.
B e y o n d 
infrastructure, 
the Chairman 
u s e d  t h e 
o c c a s i o n  t o 
p r o m o t e 
environmental 
d i s c i p l i n e , 
urging residents 
t o  s h u n 
indiscr iminate 
refuse dumping 
and work with 
agencies  l i ke 
L A W M A  f o r 
proper  waste 
management.
“Clean streets 
and functional 
roads go hand 
in hand. Let's 
b u i l d  a 
c o m m u n i t y 
we're proud of 

together,” he 
appealed.
T h e  S i t e 
Engineer, Engr. 
Tunde Ayeye, 
a s s u r e d  t h e 
public that the 
road would be 
completed on 
or before the 
e n d  o f 
N o v e m b e r 
2025.
C o m m u n i t y 
l e a d e r s  a l s o 
c o m m e n d e d 
the in i t iat ive, 
with Engr. Bolaji 
O l a w o y i n , 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
O r i l e - A g e g e 
CDA, describing 
the project as a 
s i g n  o f 
p r o a c t i v e 
leadership and 
praying for the 
C h a i r m a n ' s 
success.

The event was 
attended by the 
H e a d  o f 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
W o r k s  a n d 
Infrastructure, 
E n g r .  M r s . 
K o s o k o , 
members of the 
Management 
Team, the Chief 
of Staff to the 
Chairman, Mr. 
Ti jani Olufemi, 
and other senior 
council staff.
As Hon. Akinola's 
administration 
rolls out more 
developmental 
initiatives, Orile-
Agege residents 
l o o k  o n  w i t h 
r e n e w e d 
optimism for a 
b r i g h t e r  a n d 
m o r e 
c o n n e c t e d 
community.

Community Excited as Orile-Agege 
Chairman Embarks on Road Project
Kehinde Adeleye
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I
n a move that 
marks a new era 
o f  c i t i z e n 

e n g a g e m e n t , 
E x e c u t i v e 
C h a i r m a n  H o n . 
Abdul lahi  Sesan 
Olowa wi l l  hos t 
Ibeju-Lekki's rst-
ever virtual town 
hal l  meeting on 
O c t o b e r  1 , 
providing residents 
w i t h  a  d i g i t a l 
platform to voice 
c o n c e r n s  a n d 
r e c e i v e  d i r e c t 
f e e d b a c k  f r o m 
t h e i r  l o c a l 
government.
T h e  o n l i n e 
gathering, which is 
part  of  Olowa's 
p u s h  f o r 
transparency and 
accountability, will 
e n a b l e 
participants from 
across the local 

g o v e r n m e n t  — 
including hard-to-
reach communities 
—  t o  c o n n e c t 
without the barriers 
of distance.
O l o w a ' s 
administration has, 
in recent weeks, 
rolled out notable 
projects, including 
t h e  2 . 4 k m 
Eleranigbe Road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
underscoring his 
determination to 
combine digital 
innovat ion wi th 
p h y s i c a l 
development in 
transforming Ibeju-
Lekki.
The virtual town hall 
wi l l  address key 
issues, including 
w a s t e 
m a n a g e m e n t , 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
u p g r a d e s , 
e d u c a t i o n , 
s e c u r i t y ,  a n d 

c o m m u n i t y 
w e l f a r e .  B y 
a d o p t i n g  t h i s 
format, the council 
hopes to foster a 
m o r e  i n c l u s i v e 
dialogue, reduce 
the gap between 
policymakers and 
r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d 
build trust through 
o p e n 
communication.

Chairman Olowa, 
w h o  a l r e a d y 
engages actively 
o n  X  ( f o r m e r l y 
Twitter), has used 
social media to 
s h a r e  p r o g r e s s 
u p d a t e s  a n d 
i n t e r a c t  w i t h 
constituents. The 
virtual town hall is 
s e e n  a s  a n 
extension of that 

d i g i t a l 
engagement — 
but with a more 
s t r u c t u r e d  a n d 
interactive format 
that encourages 
t w o - w a y 
communication.
While the initiative 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 
d r a w  w i d e 
part icipation, i t 
also faces hurdles 

such as internet 
c o n n e c t i v i t y , 
digital literacy, and 
c r o w d 
management on 
virtual platforms. 
H o w e v e r , 
observers say the 
effort  reects  a 
forward-thinking 
a p p r o a c h  t o 
governance that 
could set a model 
f o r  o t h e r  l o c a l 
councils.
Ofcials are urging 
residents to mark 
O c t o b e r  1  a n d 
w a t c h  O l o w a ' s 
ofcial channels for 
d e t a i l s  o n  t h e 
platform to be used 
—  l i k e l y  Z o o m , 
YouTube Live, or a 
s imi lar  medium. 
C i t i z e n s  a r e 
e n c o u r a g e d  t o 
prepare questions 
on pressing issues, 
from drainage and 
road networks to 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
security, to make 
the most of the 
interactive session.

Ibeju-Lekki's First Virtual Town Hall 
Meeting To Hold October 1

By Emmanuel Daniji

H
on. Abiodun 

T o b u n , 

M e m b e r  o f 

t h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 

House of Assembly 

represent ing Epe 

Constituency 1, has 

r e a f  r m e d  h i s 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

driving development 

and progress in his 

c o n s t i t u e n c y , 

declaring that no 

stone wi l l  be left 

unturned in the quest 

for growth.

S p e a k i n g  i n  a n 

interview with the 

News  Agency  o f 

Nigeria (NAN) on 

T h u r s d a y ,  T o b u n 

h i g h l i g h t e d  h i s 

achievements in the 

last four years, noting 

t h a t  h e  h a d 

sponsored several 

bills and facilitated 

no fewer than 20 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l 

projects.

Among the projects, 

h e  l i s t e d  r o a d 

const ruct ion,  the 

establishment of a 

Lagferry terminal, 

provision of health 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  f o o d 

p a l l i a t i v e s ,  a n d 

farming equipment. 

O t h e r s  i n c l u d e d 

y o u t h 

e m p o w e r m e n t 

p r o g r a m m e s , 

nancial support for 

the less privileged, as 

well as education 

a n d  c a r e e r 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

initiatives.

“ M y  t e n u r e 

achievements are 

insurmountable; the 

records are there to 

verify,” Tobun said. “I 

h a v e  d o n e 

numerous projects 

a c r o s s  m y 

c o n s t i t u e n c y , 

facilitated several 

o t h e r s ,  a n d 

sponsored many bills 

on the oor of the 

House.”

T h e  l a w m a k e r 

e x p r e s s e d 

condence in his 

ability to deliver even 

more dividends of 

democracy if given 

a n o t h e r  t e r m , 

st ress ing that h is 

interventions were 

designed to meet 

the direct needs of 

h i s  p e o p l e . 

According to him, 

inclusiveness and 

g r a s s r o o t s 

participation remain 

at the heart of his 

a p p r o a c h  t o 

governance.

He further explained 

that his focus on 

e d u c a t i o n , 

p h i l a n t h r o p y , 

infrastructure, and 

y o u t h 

empowerment was 

deliberate—aimed 

at equipping young 

people with the skills 

and opportunities to 

become self-reliant.

Tobun also urged 

Nigerians to support 

P r e s i d e n t  B o l a 

A h m e d  T i n u b u ' s 

R e n e w e d  H o p e 

Agenda, describing 

the ongoing reforms 

as a pathway to long-

t e r m  p r o s p e r i t y . 

“There is light at the 

end of the tunnel,” he 

assured.  “Today's 

economic reforms 

are the hope of a 

b e t t e r  s o c i e t y 

tomorrow.”

R e i t e r a t i n g  h i s 

pledge to serve with 

t r a n s p a r e n c y , 

accountability, and 

f a i r n e s s ,  T o b u n 

promised to attract 

greater government 

attention to critical 

a r e a s  o f 

development in Epe 

Constituency 1.

Tobun Vows Greater Impact in Epe, Lists 
Landmark Projects

EPE

Atume Terfa
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I
n fullment of 
his campaign 
promises, the  

C h a i r m a n  o f 
Alimosho Local 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
Hon. Akinpelu 
I b r a h i m 
J o h n s o n ,  h a s 
o f  c i a l l y 
u n v e i l e d  t h e 
construction of 
B a n g b o l a 
(Alabata) Road 
in the Egbeda 
a r e a  o f  t h e 
council.
The 176-meter 
i n t e r l o c k i n g 
road, which will 
be tted with 

solar-powered 
street l ights,  i s 
one of two roads 
p r o m i s e d  f o r 
Ward F within 
the Chairman's 
rst 100 days in 
ofce.
Speaking at a 
s t a k e h o l d e r s ' 
engagement , 
Hon.  Johnson 
s t r e s s e d  t h e 
economic and 
s o c i a l 
importance of 
the road.
 “This is a very 
i m p o r t a n t 
acces s  road, 
v i a b l e  f o r 
c o m m e r c i a l 

activit ies and 
easy navigation 
t o  e s c a p e 
heavy trafc. It 
shortens one's 
jou rney ,  and 
that is why we 
cons idered i t 
worthy of urgent 
attention,” he 
said.
The Chairman 
a s s u r e d 
r e s i d e n t s  o f 
quality delivery 
w i t h i n  o n e 
month, adding 
that contractors 
h a v e  b e e n 
mandated to 
deliver durable 
work. He also 

issued a stern 
warning against 
harassment of 
contractors.
“ T h e 
government will 
not take it lightly 
with anybody or 
group that may 
want to come 
and demand 
money from the 
c o n t r a c t o r s . 
P l e a s e ,  a r e a 
boys shouldn't 
d i s t u r b  t h e m 
help us protect 
the contractors 
a n d  t h e i r 
equipment,” he 
cautioned.
The Chairman of 

Pariola CDA, Mr. 
Dele Oguntola, 
c o m m e n d e d 
J o h n s o n  f o r 
honour ing his 
word.
 “You are an 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
politician; you 
promised th is 
and you fullled 
it. We say thank 
y o u ,  s i r , ” 
Oguntola said.
T h e   a g - o f f 
e v e n t  w a s 
attended by the 
Vice Chairman 
of Alimosho LG, 
H o n .  A d e b i s i 
Francis Atoyebi, 
Leader of the 

Legislative Arm, 
Hon. Rasheed 
E led iye ,  Hon. 
F u n m i l a y o 
F a s i n a ,  a n d 
Alimosho APC 
Chairman, Hon. 
T o s i n  F a t o k i , 
among others.
T h e  r o a d 

p r o j e c t , 

scheduled for 

c o m p l e t i o n 

within a month, 

marks another 

s t r i d e  i n  t h e 

J o h n s o n 

administration's 

drive to improve 

in f ras t ructu re 

across Alimosho.

Egbeda  Res idents  Ha i l 
Akinpelu Johnson as Bangbola
Road Construction Begins

Kehinde Adeleye 
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T
h e  

C h a i r m a n 

of Alimosho 

L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

Hon. Akinpelu 

I b r a h i m 

J o h n s o n ,  h a s 

vowed to clamp 

d o w n  o n 

c r i m i n a l 

activities being 

c a r r i e d  o u t 

under the guise 

o f  sc rap and 

waste dealing in 

t h e  c o u n c i l 

area.
Johnson made 

t h i s  k n o w n 

d u r i n g  a 

meet ing  w i th 

members of the 

N a t i o n a l 

Association of 

Scrap & Waste 

D e a l e r s 

E m p l o y e r s  o f 

N i g e r i a 

( N A S W D E E N ) , 

w h e r e  h e 

e x p r e s s e d 

concern over 

rising cases of 

theft linked to 

i n d i v i d u a l s 

claiming to be 

scrap dealers.
H e  s a i d  h i s 

administration 

had received 

r e p o r t s  o f 

p r o p e r t i e s 

being s to len, 

i n c l u d i n g 

g o v e r n m e n t 

inf rast ructure 

s u c h  a s 

m a n h o l e 

covers, under 

the pretext of 

s c r a p 

collection.
“ I t  i s 

unbecoming of 

some of your so-

c a l l e d 

members who 

are constantly 

breaking into 

people's houses 

to  s tea l  the i r 

properties  and 

even removing 

manholes from 

the roads.
 A s  a 

g o v e r n m e n t , 

we will leave no 

stone unturned 

to curb this, and 

w e  w o n ' t 

h e s i t a t e  t o 

p r o s e c u t e 

anyone caught 

want ing .  Th i s 

madness must 

stop,” Johnson 

warned.
He added that 

t h e  c o u n c i l 

w o u l d  s o o n 

u n v e i l  a n 

e f f e c t i v e 

a p p r o a c h  t o 

t a c k l e  t h e 

m e n a c e , 

i n c l u d i n g 

regulating the 

h o u r s  w i t h i n 

w h i c h  s c r a p 

d e a l e r s  c a n 

operate.
In his response, 

A h m e d  I d r i s , 

G e n e r a l 

S e c r e t a r y  o f 

N A S W D E E N , 

welcomed the 

c o u n c i l ' s 

intervention but 

s t r e s s e d  t h a t 

t h o s e 

responsible for 

s u c h  c r i m e s 

were not part of 

the association.
“ W e  k n o w 

a b o u t  t h e s e 

activities of the 

bad eggs, but I 

c a n  t e l l  y o u , 

they are not our 

members.  We 

are a registered 

body with rules 

a n d 

procedures. In 

fact, we have a 

task force unit 

that enforces 

c o m p l i a n c e 

a m o n g  o u r 

members. Our 

members don't 

work at night, 

u n l i k e  t h e s e 

cr iminals,” he 

said.
Idris pledged the 

a s s o c i a t i o n ' s 

c o o p e r a t i o n 

with the council 

t o   u s h  o u t 

i m p o s t o r s 

tarnishing their 

image and to 

e n s u r e  o n l y 

r e g i s t e r e d 

d e a l e r s  a r e 

recognised.

'This Madness Must Stop' - Akinpelu 
Johnson Warns Criminal Elements 
Masquerading as Scrap Dealers
Kehinde Adeleye
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U20 Women's World Cup Qualifier: 
Falconets Cruise Past Rwanda

igeria U20 

NW o m e n ' s  
F o o t b a l l  

t e a m  c r u s h e d  
Rwanda 4-0 to 
zoom into the final 
round of the U20 
F I F A  W o m e n ' s  
W o r l d  C u p  
qualifiers.
The Falconets had 
d e f e a t e d  t h e  
Rwandans by a 
lone goal in the first 
leg in Kigali thereby 
winning 5-0 on 
aggregate with 
the 4-0 second leg 
win.
Precious Oscar, 
T u m i n i n u  
Adeshina, Janet 
A k e k e r o m o w e i  
and Taiwo Afolabi 
for on the score 
s h e e t  f o r  t h e  
Falconets.

Oscar got on to a 
fantastic solo run 
assist from Janet to 
give Nigeria the 
lead in the 13th 
minute.
Seven minutes late, 
Adeshina scored a 
wonder strike to 
d o u b l e  t h e  
Falconets lead in 
the first half.
Influential forward, 
Janet dribbled her 
way to send a 
p o w e r f u l  l e f t  
footed strike from 
25 yards out which 
deflected off the 
R w a n d a  
g o a l k e e p e r  t o  
extend N iger ia  
lead in the 60th 
minute.
Daughter of the 
soil, Afolabi kept 
her cool to round 

up a dominant 
display with the 
fourth goal in the 

90th minute.
The Falconets are 
through to the final 

round of the FIFA 
U 2 0  W o m e n ' s  
World Cup qualifier 

with a yet to be 
a n n o u n c e d  
opponent.

Showtime Bowl Series XIII Aims 
Fiery Week Two Showdown

he stage is set for TW e e k  Tw o  o f  

Showtime Bowl 

Series XIII, and if last 

weekend's surprises 

were any indication, the 

drama i s  on ly  just  

beginning.

Fans are bracing for five 

explosive fixtures at the 

S h o w t i m e  A r e n a ,  

E l e g u s h i ,  w h e r e  

reputat ions wi l l  be 

tested and early-season 

dreams either kept alive 

or shattered.

The day kicks off with 

fireworks at 14:20, as the 

defending champions 

Warriors Flag Football 

lock horns with the Lekki 

Braves.

The Warriors roared back 

into title defense mode 

with a commanding win 

over the Raptors in Week 

One, while the Braves are 

sti l l  reeling from a 

crushing 67–12 defeat to 

Panthers Sports. For the 

Braves, it's more than a 

game it's about survival, 

pride, and proving they 

belong.

At 15:40, the Mainland 

Long Horns face the 

surging Lagos Athletic 

Knights, who dismantled 

the Rebels last week with 

ruthless efficiency. The 

K n i g h t s  a r e  b e i n g  

whispered about as 

serious contenders, but 

the Long Horns still 

finding their rhythm are 

eager to spring an upset 

that could flip the table 

yet again.

The 17:00 clash between 

the Lagos Rebels and the 

Lagos Raptors is shaping 

up to be a grudge match. 

Both sides tasted bitter 

defeat in Week One and 

now stare at an early-

s e a s o n  c ro s s ro a d s .  

Whoever loses here risks 

slipping into a downward 

spiral that may be hard to 

escape.

By 18:20, all eyes will be 

on the Panthers Sports 

the story of Week One. 

After their sensational 

eight-place climb to the 

summit, the Panthers 

now carry the weight of 

expectation into their 

battle with Greenbacks 

Flag Football. For the 

Greenbacks, it's a shot at 

redemption; for the 

Panthers, it's about 

proving their rise was no 

fluke.

Closing the night, Ikan 

Sports and Lagos Alpha 

square off in a clash of 

equals. Both edged out 

narrow victories last 

weekend,  and with  

confidence running high, 

this battle could deliver 

the night's tightest finish.

From the champions 

defending their crown to 

underdogs clawing for 

respect and a new leader 

trying to hold on to the 

t h r o n e ,  We e k  Tw o  

promises to be nothing 

s h o r t  o f  e l e c t r i c .  

Showtime isn't just a 

league anymore it's the 

heart of Lagos flag 

football.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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